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DETAILED ACTION 

This Office Action is in response to Amendment filed January 11, 2005. Claims 1-20 
are presented for further examination. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

1 . The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(e) the invention was described in (1) an application for patent, published under section 122(b), by 
another filed in the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent or (2) a patent 
granted on an application for patent by another filed in the United States before the invention by the 
applicant for patent, except that an international application filed under the treaty defined in section 
351(a) shall have the effects for purposes of this subsection of an application filed in the United States 
only if the international application designated the United States and was published under Article 21(2) 
of such treaty in the English language. 

2. Claims 1-20 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) as being anticipated by Klos et 
al. (hereinafter "Klos", US Pub No 2004/0022379 A1). 

As per claim 1 , Klos discloses a method for validation of a service request in a 
distributed computing system comprising: 
providing a request for service (paragraph [0029]); 

providing a plurality of channels connected to the client (paragraphs [0308]-[0310]); 
providing first and second processes connected to the plurality of channels for 
validating the request for service (paragraphs [0007], [0010], Abstract); 
determining in the first and second processes that the request for service has not been 
previously validated (paragraph [0039]); 

transmitting from the first and second processes messages having information 
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indicative of the transmitting from the first or second process and the request 
for service (paragraphs [0007], [0010]); 

storing the information in the first and second processes (paragraphs [0037], [0055], 
[0067]); and 

accepting the request for service in the first or second process after the messages are 
transmitted and message related information is different from the information 
stored in the respective first or second process (paragraphs [0618], Abstract). 

As per claim 2, Klos discloses the method of validating a service request as 
claimed in claim 1 including rejecting the request for service in the first or second 
process when the message related information is the same as the information stored in 
the respective first or second process (paragraphs [0062], [0064]). 

As per claim 3, Klos discloses the method of validating a service request as 
claimed in claim 1 wherein: 

transmitting the message broadcasts the message (paragraphs [0035], [0105], [0170]); 
storing the information stores the information after broadcasting the message 
(paragraphs [0037], [0055], [0067]); and 

the message contains the message related information (paragraphs [0035], [0105], 
[0170]). 
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As per claim 4, Klos discloses the method of validating a service request as 
claimed in claim 1 wherein: 

transmitting the message sends the message (paragraphs [0035], [0105], [0170]); and 
storing the information stores the information after receiving the sent message 
(paragraphs [0037], [0055], [0067]). 

As per claim 5, Klos discloses the method of validating a service request as 
claimed in claim 1 wherein: 

transmitting the message sends the message (paragraphs [0035], [0105], [0170]); and 
storing the information stores the information after receiving the sent message 
(paragraphs [0037], [0055], [0067]); 

and including executing a consensus after receiving the message to propose consensus 
information (paragraphs [0139]-[0147]); 

the consensus information is the message related information (paragraphs [0139]- 
[0147]). 

As per claims 6, 1 1 and 16, Klos discloses a method, means, and system of 
validating a service request comprising: 
providing a request for service (paragraph [0029]); 

providing a plurality of channels connected to the client (paragraphs [0308]-[0310]); 
providing a plurality of processes connected to the plurality of channels for validating 
the request for service (paragraphs [0007], [0010], Abstract); 
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determining in the plurality of processes that the request for service has not been 
previously validated (paragraph [0039]); 

transmitting from the plurality of processes values indicative of the transmitting from 
the each of the plurality of processes and the request for service (paragraphs [0007], 
[0010]); 

storing the value in the plurality of processes (paragraphs [0037], [0055], [0067]); and 
accepting the request for service in one of the plurality of processes after the value is 
transmitted and a value related to the value transmitted is different from the 
value stored in the one of the plurality of processes (paragraphs [0618], Abstract). 

As per claims 7, 12, and 17, Klos discloses the method, means, and system of 
validating a service request ms claimed in claim 6 including: 
rejecting the request for service in others of the plurality of processes when the value 
related to the value transmitted is the same as the value stored in the others of 
the plurality of processes (paragraphs [0062], [0064]). 

As per claims 8, 13, and 18, Klos discloses the method, means, and system of 
validating a service request as claimed in claim 6 wherein: 

transmitting the value broadcasts the value (paragraphs [0035], [0105], [0170]); and 
storing the value stores the value after the value is broadcast (paragraphs [0037], 
[0055], [0067]). 
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As per claims 9, 14, and 19, Klos further discloses the method, means, and 
system of validating a service request as claimed in claim 6 wherein: 
transmitting the value sends the value (paragraphs [0035], [0105], [0170]); and 
storing the value stores the value after receiving the sent value (paragraphs [0037], 
[0055], [0067]). 

As per claims 10, 15, and 20, Klos discloses the method, means, and system of 
validating a service request as claimed in claim 6 wherein: 
transmitting the value by sending (paragraphs [0035], [0105], [0170]); and 
storing the value stores the value after receiving the sent value (paragraphs [0037], 
[0055], [0067]); 

executing a consensus after receiving the value to propose a consensus value 
(paragraphs [0139]-[0147]); and 

the consensus value is the value related to the value transmitted (paragraphs [0139]- 
[0147]). 

Response to Arguments 
The Office notes the following arguments: 

(a) Specifically, independent claims 1,6, 11, and 16 recite "transmitting from the first 
and second processes messages having information indicative of transmitting from the 
first and second processes messages having information indicative of the transmitting 
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from the first or second process and the request for service" that is not disclosed by 
Klos. 

(b) Independent claims 1 , 6, 1 1 , and 16, recite "accepting the request for service in 
the first or second process after the messages are transmitted and message related 
information is different from the information stored in the respective first or second 
process" that is not disclosed by Klos. 

3. Applicant's arguments filed have been fully considered but they are not 
persuasive. 

In response: 

(a)-(b) Klos discloses a system that receives requests representative of service 
orders for subscribers. The system includes an order management system comprising 
processes which determine service implementing information to implement a service 
such an input process, a verification process, a messaging process, an output process. 
The processes of the order management system communicate via messages containing 
the requests. 

Initially, processing is performed by the TIP service. TIP determines where a request is 
a query request or order entry. The TIP forwards the request to the necessary router. 
The dispatch processing service then takes in an incoming request from the TIP. 
Dispatch checks to see if reformatting is necessary. If so, the request is passed to the 
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reformat service for processing. The verify service takes the request and performs 
certain content tests against the data. 

Service order requests go through many processes before it is considered complete. 
The processes use messages to communicate with each other. Once a particular 
process has done its service, this information is attached to the message containing the 
service order request and is forwarded to the next process (paragraphs [0029-00314, 
0099, 0697, 0703-0704, 0710, 0712, 0727]. 

Therefore, Klos indeed discloses "transmitting from the first and second processes 
messages having information indicative of transmitting from the first and second 
processes messages having information indicative of the transmitting from the first or 
second process and the request for service" and "accepting the request for service in 
the first or second process after the messages are transmitted and message related 
information is different from the information stored in the respective first or second 
process". 

Conclusion 

4. Applicant's amendment necessitated the new ground(s) of rejection presented in 
this Office action. Accordingly, THIS ACTION IS MADE FINAL. See MPEP 
§ 706.07(a). Applicant is reminded of the extension of time policy as set forth in 37 
CFR 1.136(a). 

A shortened statutory period for reply to this final action is set to expire THREE 
MONTHS from the mailing date of this action. In the event a first reply is filed within 
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TWO MONTHS of the mailing date of this final action and the advisory action is not 
mailed until after the end of the THREE-MONTH shortened statutory period, then the 
shortened statutory period will expire on the date the advisory action is mailed, and any 
extension fee pursuant to 37 CFR 1 .136(a) will be calculated from the mailing date of 
the advisory action. In no event, however, will the statutory period for reply expire later 
than SIX MONTHS from the date of this final action. 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Barbara N. Burgess whose telephone number is (571) 
272-3996. The examiner can normally be reached on M-F (8:00am-4:00pm). 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Ario Etienne can be reached on (571 ) 272-4001 . The fax phone number for 
the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 703-872-9306. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 



Barbara N Burgess 
Examiner 
Art Unit 2157 _ 
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